
Portion: Shoftim (Judges) 
Devarim (Deuteronomy 20:1-21:9) 

Deuteronomy 20:1-20 

1 “When you go out to battle against your enemies, and shall see horses and chariots and 
people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them, for יהוה your Elohim, who 
brought you up from the land of Mitsrayim, is with you. 
2 “And it shall be, when you draw near to the battle, that the priest shall come and speak 
to the people, 
3 and shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Yisra’ĕl: You are drawing near today to battle with your 
enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not fear, or tremble, or be afraid before them, 
4 for יהוה your Elohim is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to 
save you.’ 
5 “And the officers shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Who is the man who has built a new 
house and has not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
battle and another man dedicate it. 
6 And who is the man who has planted a vineyard and has not begun to use it? Let him also 
go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man should begin to use 
it. 
7 And who is the man who is engaged to a woman and has not taken her? Let him go and 
return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her.’ 
8 “And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, ‘Who is the man who is 
afraid and tender of heart? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his 
brothers faint like his heart.’ 
9 “And it shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that they shall 
appoint commanders of the divisions to lead the people. 
10 “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, then you shall make a call for peace 
to it. 
11 “And it shall be that if it accepts your call for peace, and shall open to you, then all the 
people found in it are to be your compulsory labour, and serve you. 
12 “But if it does not make peace with you, and shall fight against you, then you shall 
besiege it, 
13 and יהוה your Elohim shall give it into your hands, and you shall strike every male in it 
with the edge of the sword. 
14 “Only the women, and the little ones, and the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its 
spoil, you take as plunder for yourself. And you shall eat the enemies’ plunder which יהוה 
your Elohim gives you. 
15 “Do so to all the cities which are very far from you, which are not of the cities of 
these nations. 
16 Only, of the cities of these peoples which יהוה your Elohim gives you as an inheritance, 
you do not keep alive any that breathe,” 



17 but you shall certainly put them under the ban: the Ḥittite and the Amorite and the 
Kena’anite and the Perizzite and the Ḥiwwite and the Yeḇusite, as יהוה your Elohim has 
commanded you, 
18 lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have done for 
their mighty ones, and you sin against יהוה your Elohim. 
19 “When you besiege a city for a long time by fighting against it to take it, you do not 
destroy its trees by wielding an axe against them. If you do eat of them, do not cut them 
down. For is the tree of the field a man to be besieged by you? 
20 “Only the trees which you know are not trees for food you do destroy and cut down, to 
build siege-works against the city that is fighting against you, until it falls. 

Deuteronomy 21:1-9 

1 “When anyone is found slain, lying in the field in the land which יהוה your Elohim is giving 
you to possess, and it is not known who struck him, 
2 then your elders and your judges shall go out, and they shall measure the distance from 
the slain man to the cities round about. 
3 “And it shall be that the elders of the city nearest to the slain man shall take a heifer 
which has not been worked and which has not pulled with a yoke, 
4 and the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a wadi with flowing water, 
which is neither ploughed nor sown, and they shall break the heifer’s neck there in the 
wadi. 
5 “And the priests, the sons of Lĕwi, shall come near, for יהוה your Elohim has chosen 
them to serve Him and to bless in the Name of יהוה, and by their mouth every strife and 
every stroke is tried. 
6 “And let all the elders of that city 
nearest to the slain man wash their 
hands over the heifer whose neck was 
broken in the wadi. 
7 “And they shall answer and say, 
‘Our hands have not shed this blood, 
nor have our eyes seen it. 
8 O יהוה, forgive Your people Yisra’ĕl, 
whom You have ransomed, and do not 
allow innocent blood in the midst of 
Your people Yisra’ĕl.’ And the blood-
guilt shall be pardoned to them. 
9 “Thus you purge the guilt of 
innocent blood from your midst when 
you do what is right in the eyes of 
 .יהוה



Fill In The Blank 

1) And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, ‘Who is the man who is 
________________ and ________________ of heart? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest the heart of his brothers faint like his heart. 

2) Only the women, and the little ones, and the _________________, and all that is in 
the city, all its spoil, you take as plunder for yourself. And you shall eat the enemies’ 
_______________ which יהוה your Elohim gives you. 

3) And the officers shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Who is the man who has built a new 
house and has not ________________ it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die 
in the battle and another man _________________ it. 

4) When you go out to battle against your enemies, and shall see horses and 
_________________ and people more _________________ than you, do not be afraid 
of them, for יהוה your Elohim, who brought you up from the land of Mitsrayim, is with 
you. 

5) But if it does not make peace with you, and shall fight against you, then you shall 
_________________ it, and יהוה your Elohim shall give it into your hands, and you shall 
_________________ every male in it with the edge of the sword. 

6) And who is the man who has planted a ________________ and has not begun to use 
it? Let him also go and ________________ to his house, lest he die in the battle and 
another man should begin to use it. 

7) When anyone is found slain, lying in the field in the land which יהוה your Elohim is 
giving you to possess, and it is not known who struck him, then your elders and your 
________________ shall go out, and they shall measure the ________________ from 
the slain man to the cities round about. 

8) And the priests, the sons of Lĕwi, shall come near, for יהוה your Elohim has chosen 
them to serve Him and to bless in the Name of יהוה, and by their mouth every 
________________ and every ________________ is tried. 

True Or False 

1)  The elders of the city nearest to the slain man                                                            
shall break the heifer’s neck over the slain man.                                                True/False                                                         

2) Only the women, and the little ones, and the                                                          
livestock were to be taken as plunder.                                                                True/False 
  



Across

2. Only the trees which you know are not trees 
for ____ you do destroy and cut down. 
3. O Yisra’ĕl: You are ____ near today to 
battle with your enemies. 
5. When you draw near to a city to fight 
against it, then you shall make a call for ____ 
to it. 
7. Do not let your heart faint, do not fear, or 
____, or be afraid before them. 
9. Thus you purge the guilt of ____ blood from 
your midst. 

Down

1. O יהוה, ____ Your people Yisra’ĕl, whom You 
have ransomed. 
4. For is the tree of the field a man to be 
____ by you? 
5. The blood-guilt shall be ____ to them. 
6. Our hands have not ____ this blood, nor 
have our eyes seen it. 
8. And it shall be, when you draw near to the 
____, that the priest shall come and speak to 
the people. 

ABOMINATIONS  

AMORITE  

BATTLE  

BESIEGE  

HITTITE  

INHERITANCE  

LABOUR  

SWORD  

TREMBLE  

VINEYARD 


